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 Welcome the PR of Nepal, H.E. Mr. Durga Prasad Bhattarai and the Coordinator of 
Mountain Partnership Secretariat (FAO), Mr. Thomas Hofer, who kindly offered to share 
their thoughts on how best advance the mountains issues in the SDGs. 
 

 Less than a week before the 11th session of the Open Working Group (OWG) on 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), we see strong merits in organizing an exchange 
of views on the reflection of the mountains agenda in the working document on SDGs 
and will examine possible mountain-related goals, targets and indicators to propose 
further.  
 

 Why a call for action in mountain – related activities in the SDGs? Mountains cover 25 
percent of the world’s land surface, and directly support 12 percent of the world’s 
population living within mountain regions. Sustainable mountain development should 
be a global priority given the multitude of ecosystem goods and services that mountains 
provide; among the most important is water for half of humanity for drinking, irrigation 
and energy production.  
 

 To showcase only my country’s example, but most of us here represent countries with 
landscapes of a tremendous natural beauty, unspoilt, wild forests and rich mountains, 
Romania is one of the last places in Europe where wild expanses on a meaningful scale 
still exist. In fact, the Romanian Carpathians contain the largest remaining area of virgin 
forest in Central and Southern Europe. These forests are a feast of biodiversity, 
exceptionally rich in fauna and flora. They are home to Europe’s largest surviving 
populations of the brown bear, wolf and lynx, as well as an astonishing one third of all 
European plant species. 
 

 These ecosystem services – as well as the mountain peoples - who are at the same time 
custodians and direct beneficiaries, are particularly vulnerable to the impacts of climate 
change and natural disasters. The degradation of these essential mountain ecosystem 
services will have a direct impact on downstream regions and human well-being. 
 

 Over the past few years, several international policy processes have called for 
sustainable mountain development to be given greater international focus. These 
include the call for sustainable mountain development in Chapter 13 of Agenda 21, the 
action plan endorsed by the ‘Earth Summit’ in 1992, and the recent Rio+20 outcome 
document, “The Future We Want”. 



 Currently, in the context of discussions on Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and 
the Post-2015 Agenda, mountains play a crucial role for global sustainable development, 
and therefore need to a greater focus by the Sustainable Development Goals also as a 
cross-cutting issue, especially for goals related to environmental sustainability, climate 
change and disaster-risk reduction, energy, biodiversity and forests. 
 

 We aim to make sustainable mountain development more visible in the Post-2015 
development agenda. The most recent focus area document mentions mountains only 
once – in focus area 14 on ecosystems and biodiversity. 
 

 Without taking the floor any longer, I will invite my dear friend, Mr. Durga Prasad 
Bhattarai, PR on Nepal to make some opening remarks and then I will pass the floor to 
Mr. Thomas Hofer, for a more technical discussion (followed by a Q&A session). 

 


