
 

 

Food insecurity in mountains 

Facts at a glance - 2012 

 

 

Changes from 2000 to 2012 

 

 

 

Fact Figure  Percentage (%) 

Earth’s land surface covered by mountains 32 million sq km 22% of world’s land surface 

Global population living in the mountains  915 million  13% of global population 

Mountain population living in developing 
countries 

762 million 91% of global mountain population 
lives in developing countries 

Global population living in rural 
mountainous areas 

642 million 70% of global mountain population  

Global population living in urban 
mountainous areas  

273 million  30% of global mountain population 

Global population living in mountainous 
areas of developing countries 

835 million  91% of global mountain population 

Population vulnerable to food insecurity in 
mountainous areas of developing countries 

329 million (1 in 
3) 

39% of mountain population of 
developing countries 

Population vulnerable to food insecurity in 
rural mountainous areas of developing 
countries  

274 million  
(almost 1 in 2)  

45% of rural mountain population 
of developing countries 

Fact 2000  2012 Percentage 
increase 

Global population living in the mountains  789 million 915 million  16% 

Global population living in rural 
mountainous areas 

584 million 642 million 10% 

Global population living in urban 
mountainous areas  

205 million 273 million  33% 

Global population living in mountainous 
areas of developing countries 

718 million 835 million  16% 

Population vulnerable to food insecurity in 
mountainous areas of developing countries 

253 million 329 million  30% 

Population vulnerable to food insecurity in 
rural mountainous areas of developing 
countries  

209 million 274 million  31% 



 
 

 

Regional outlook in 2012 

 

 

 

 

 

All data from “Mapping the Vulnerability of Mountain Peoples to Food Insecurity”, published by the 

Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the Mountain Partnership Secretariat 

 

Download: http://www.fao.org/3/a-i5175e.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mountain Partnership Secretariat 

email: info@mountainpartnership.org  

web: www.mountainpartnership.org    

Region Total 

population 

Vulnerable 

population 

Vulnerable out of 
total  

Africa (all countries) 203 million 86 million 42% 

Latin America and the Caribbean (all 
countries) 

157 million 48 million 31% 

Asia (all countries except Japan) 472 million 193 million 41% 

Oceania (Melanesia, Micronesia, Polynesia) 3 million 2 million 69% 

Developed countries (Australia , Canada 
Europe, Japan, New Zealand, USA) 

80 million NA  
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