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Distinguished colleagues and friends, 

 

It is my distinct pleasure to have the opportunity to join this panel discussion 

on a cause very close to my heart, and to welcome you to what I am sure 

will be an interactive and constructive dialogue on a topic of great 

significance for sustainable development.  

Why my enthusiasm when I was asked if I were interested in contributing to 

this event? The simple answer is filling my heart with joy and pride: the 

tremendous natural beauty of Romania’s landscapes, not least the unspoiled, 

wild forests of the Carpathian Mountains.  

Romania is one of the last places in Europe where wild expanses on a 

meaningful scale still exist. In fact, the Romanian Carpathians contain the 

largest remaining area of virgin forest in Central and Southern Europe. 

These forests are a feast of biodiversity, exceptionally rich in fauna and 

flora. They are home to Europe’s largest surviving populations of brown 

bear, wolf and lynx, as well as an astonishing one third of all European plant 

species. 

In addition, they act as corridors for the migration of many species, which, 

in turn, strengthens the all-important gene pool. 

This makes the Romanian Carpathians a priceless natural treasure on a 

continent that has long since destroyed most of its wildernesses. What we 

still possess in Romania has become extremely rare. Many European 

countries have little or no primary forest left.  

I emphasized earlier the word “unspoiled”, but the sad fact is that these 

ancient woodlands are on a dangerous trend in my country and the whole 

region. In some areas it’s already too late and, with every day that passes, 

the situation gets worse. Indeed, it is estimated that Romania is losing three 
hectares of virgin forest per hour. In the not too distant past there have been 

magnificent ancient forests all across Europe, but they have been cut down 



so that today only a few scattered fragments survive, and most of the 

associated wildlife has become extinct. If we don’t set the alarm bell ringing, 

thriving forests of today will be replaced with the kind of bleak, empty 

landscape we see in the closing scenes of the latest James Bond movie. 

It is essential to strike a balance between forest conservation and use, and to 

reflect on those strategies meant to ensuring that forests make their vital 

contribution to a greener, more sustainable world. Forests should be 

managed to meet the social, economic, ecological, cultural and spiritual 

needs of present and future generations.  

The Romanian forest covers 6.5 million ha, representing 27% of the national 

territory. Given this large spread of forests and its spiritual heritage in our 

national culture, there is a very popular saying, which goes “The Forest is 

brother to the Romanian”.  

The forest conservation is one of the high priorities in the forestry legislation 

and in the whole system of forest management planning in Romania. Our 

national policy concerning the production and use of wood is meant to 

integrate forest exploitation and wood processing in the concept of the 

sustainable management of the natural capital, in order to better turn to good 

account the wood resources. The basic objectives are to increase the 

efficiency of logging, wood transportation and processing, to promote 

ecologically sound logging technologies, to improve the access to forest 

land, in relation with the modern methods and technologies of wood 

harvesting, as well as observing the environmental protection requirements.  

Most Europeans, including many Romanians, are unaware of the unique 

wilderness on their doorstep, and even those that are aware may not realize 

just how endangered it now is. We urgently need to raise awareness and 

reach out to the young and old alike to alert them to the wonderful natural 

heritage of our countries! It’s about respecting the sensitive balance of 

nature and the inter-connectedness of all life, because, to paraphrase the 

pioneering conservationist John Muir, “When one tugs at a single living 

thing in nature, one finds it attached to the rest of the world.”  

Nor should we overlook the economic value of wilderness. The Carpathians 

have been called the ‘Yellowstone of Europe’, and hold enormous potential 

for sustainable, long-term tourism revenues. Indeed, there is a strong link 

between forest use and economic and social development. The forests are an 

integral part of the national economy, providing a wide range of 



environmental goods, food, fuel, medicines, building and raw materials for 

industrial processing. Forest production has an important role to play in a 

sustainable future in which consumption and production are connected in a 

closed cycle.  

Let me conclude by expressing my deep belief that this kind of initiatives 

will play an essential role raising awareness on the challenges we are all 

facing in shaping the future global development agenda. Forests and 

landscapes are the spotlight when defining our countries, and to lose them 

would be a tragedy that we all have the moral duty to prevent.  

 

Thank you very much!  

 


