
Dear colleagues and friends, 

Good afternoon and welcome to this event that Argentina is very proud to co-
sponsor together with the Delegations of Italy, Perú and Kyrgyzstan, the 
Mountain Partnership Secretariat, FAO and UNEP. 

Argentina attaches a great deal of importance to this issue and believes that we 
have to give it more visibility in the United Nations, in particular in the context of 
the negotiations on the SDGs and the post 2015 Development Agenda. 

Indeed, on 11 December 2013 we hosted together with the Mountain 
Partnership Secretariat and FAO an event at the United Nations, to 
commemorate the International Mountain Day.  

The first question that we have to ask ourselves is why mountains matter and 
what is the relevance of mountain areas with regard to climate change. Some 
very straightforward data can help us understand the reasons for that: 

• Mountains cover about 25 % of the earth’s land area  
• Mountains are home to 12 % of the world’s population  
• Mountains provide 60–80 % of the world’s freshwater resources  
• Mountains host approximately 25 % of terrestrial biodiversity  
So it is clear that mountains have enormous ecological, social, economic, 
cultural and scenic value. More than 10% of the global population depends 
directly on their resources and more than 40% depends indirectly on the vital 
services and goods provided by these regions. 
At the same time, we don’t have to forget that mountain people are among the 
world’s poorest and most vulnerable and in many developing countries a 
majority of them live below the poverty line.  

  Mountain ecosystems are extremely fragile and vulnerable to climate change 
and can be considered early indicators of the effects of such a change, as 
evidenced by the melting and loss of snow cover.  
As these effects are more apparent, the livelihoods of the population that live in 
these areas is increasing, biodiversity is threatened and disasters such as 
floods and landslides are more likely to occur. 
My country is fully aware of these challenges and that is why I would like to 
mention briefly one dimension we attach a great deal of importance: the 
glaciers. 

In South America there are 25.500 km2 of glaciers, 75% of which are located in 
Argentina and Chile. In recent years, glacier inventories based on satellite 
images and digital terrain information have allowed us to have a clearer picture 
of the distributions of these glaciers in our mountains and the challenges they 
are facing.   



In the case of Argentina, in October 2010 a Law was approved (Ley 26.639 
“Régimen de Presupuestos Mínimos para la Preservación de los Glaciares y 
del Ambiente Periglacial”), whose main objective is  to set standards for the 
protection of the glaciers and periglacial environment in order to preserve them 
as strategic reserves of water resources for human consumption; for agriculture 
and as suppliers of water to recharge watersheds; for the protection of 
biodiversity; as a source of scientific information and as a tourist attraction.  

The National Institute of Snow (Nivologia) and Glaciology (IANIGLIA) performs 
important activities in accordance with the above mentioned Law and in 
particular I would like to refer to the Inventory of Glaciers.  

In accordance with the Argentine legislation, the inventory must identify and 
register all glaciers and periglacial areas that act as water reserves in the 
country, set its size and its status (forward, reverse, or stationary) in order to 
monitor them and be able to plan the management and use of the water 
resources. This information and the set of protection standards established by 
the mentioned law is fundamental for the sustainable development and 
protection of the environment of our mountains, and to reduce the vulnerability 
of productive sectors that depend on scarce water resources generated almost 
in its entirety from the melting of snow and ice bodies in the Andes. 

The Inventory is under preparation and we hope that the conclusions will help 
us to better protect our glaciers for future generations. 

In conclusion, I agree that it is vital to place mountains at the top of our agenda, 
study its dynamics and most particularly evaluate how to protect the inhabitants 
of these areas. Mountains, as was mentioned during this event, should be fully 
incorporated in our perspective of Sustainable Development and therefore 
should be present in the discussions we are going to hold here at the UN on 
Sustainable Development Goals and the Post 2015 Development Agenda. 

Thank you. 


