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Dear colleagues, fellow panelists, friends  

At the outset, let me thank the Mountain Partnership, FAO, UNEP and our co-hosts for 

convening this timely event at this critical juncture in which the international community is 

crafting a new set of development goals that should pave the way for a transformative 

development agenda for the next decades.  

We in Peru are already bearing the impact of climate change, as shown by the loss of glaciers 

and its impact on the mountain people. I do not have much to add to what has already been 

said by our dear colleague and friend from Argentina, but I would like to highlight the fact that 

the Andean glaciers are at the origin of rivers that flow to the Pacific Ocean and to the Atlantic 

Ocean. Those who flow to the Atlantic Ocean create the Amazon River and the Amazon Basin. 

These are two of the most remarkable geographical features in the global ecosystem. 

In this regard, it is also important to remind that the 20th Conference of the Parties to the 

Convention on Climate Change will take place this year in Lima, Peru. We hope to achieve real 

progress in this session of the CCC. 

Meanwhile, our delegations in New York are in the process of thinking on how to build a post 

2015 development agenda, conscious of the fact that one of its main challenges will be to reflect 

the importance of adaptation to climate change, in particular for vulnerable populations and 

countries. This involves issues as relevant as food security, migration, water management and 

energy, among others. All of them are intertwined, since they are part of integral mountain eco-

systems.  

It is for this reason that we value so much opportunities like the one provided by this side-event.  

Dear friends:  

While we should always be aware of the importance that mountains have for public policies in 

different interconnected areas dealing with sustainable development, I think it is no less 

important put these ideas in the context of what we are trying to achieve within the post 2015 

development agenda, and in particular in terms of sustainable development goals.  

For that purpose, I’d like to outline some ideas that can help us in our common endeavor as we 

move forward:  

- First, as mentioned before, when we talk about mountain ecosystems sustainability we must 

have in mind different dimensions such as agriculture, biodiversity and social related issues that 

affect the local communities. It will therefore be useful that one or two topics (targets) be drawn 



from this cross-cutting relation and be presented as the key targets to be considered in the 

process of elaboration of SDGs. In doing so, we must remember that well-conceived targets and 

indicators should, among other characteristics, be eye-catching and accessible to everybody, 

scientifically well founded and based on solid statistics.  

- Second, it will also be important that each of the targets includes an indication of the resources 

necessary for its implementation, since this is a crucial element for strategic and operational 

planning.  

- Third, we must build on our experience in developing partnerships that have proved useful and 

relevant on the ground; partnerships that have been embraced by different stakeholders. We 

think that this experience, and its ability to draw the support of the actors involved (as well as, in 

this case, the inherent knowledge of mountain people), will be instrumental in carrying out the 

relevant policies and projects.  

We are aware that developing strategies to mainstream mountains, and climate change- 

resilience policies, into a new set of development goals, will depend on the scope and level of 

ambition of the goals themselves. We should not lose sight of the importance of defining the 

new set of goals as a framework that will take us away from the “silo-approach” and move us 

into an integrated agenda that will enable its implementation at the global, national and local 

levels. 

Combining all the above mentioned suggestions and ideas with the presentations we heard 

today, we reach the conclusion that the declining health of mountain ecosystems is an early-

warning indicator of global sustainability. We could therefore consider the possibility of adopting 

this factor as one of the indicators, not only for the targets specifically related to the mountain 

environment and population but, more importantly, for the Sustainable Development Goals as a 

whole.  

This element can be a measure of how sustainable –or how efficiently- the new development 

policies are being carried out, so that the international community can globally adopt the 

corrective decisions needed; besides allowing local authorities to implement, in due time, 

adaptation and resilience policies. 

We think that if we focus our work on this kind of approach, we may be in a much better position 

to tackle the challenges that we face in formulating the SDG’s and drafting the Post 2015 

Development Agenda.  

I thank you once again for this kind invitation. 


