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I have the distinct privilege of first introducing Jake Norton, one of the 
three Mountain Partnership Ambassadors, and then moderating a 

discussion amongst our panel and the audience. Before moving on, 
however, I have been asked to say a few words to follow on Dr. Hofer’s 

presentation and opening remarks from our panel.  

Firstly, with 41% of the world’s food insecure living in mountains these 

data are a shocking call for action. With this knowledge 2 years ago, the 
needs of mountain people would likely have gained specific attention at 

the target level under SDG 2. Without action, we should worry that in 
2030 food insecurity will persist in the forgotten corners of the world’s 

mountains. 

I also am concerned that other mountain challenges lack recognition. I 
am pleased that the UN specifically recognized mountains in SDGs 

relating to terrestrial ecosystems (15) and water security (6)—half the 

world is mountain water dependent, whether they know it or not. But, 
mountain people and environments need attention under virtually all 

SDGs, as well as Multi-lateral environmental agreements: UNFCCC, 
UNCCD, CBD, etc.  

When I think of mountains I see: A woman farmer we are working with in 

one of Nepal’s poorest, most remote mountain districts, whose husband 
has left to work in the Gulf. Thanks to her hard work she is growing and 

selling medicinal plants, tripling cash income, sending her three daughters 
to school, all while protecting mountain forests. 

I also see: A poor mountain community in highland Peru whose water 
sources dried up as the glacier disappeared due to climate change. Today, 

they are using 1,000 year old water management techniques to restore 
wetlands and rangelands improving productivity for livestock while 

protecting habitat for wonderful mountain wildlife. Mountain people have 
astonishing resilience and allies, but we cannot expect hungry 

communities to be able act and too many mountain people are at risk of 
being left behind. 

The Mountain Partnership is privileged to have three ambassadors: 
cultural leaders, astonishingly skilled mountaineers, people who are 

working to inspire action for the mountain cause around the globe. We 
are privileged to have one of the ambassadors, climber, film maker and 

philanthropist Jake Norton, who combines his passion for human rights 
with his love for mountains.     
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