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Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I’m happy to be with you all in this celebration of the international mountain day 2014 

and to express, once again Italy’s commitment to sustainable mountain development. 

 

Since the first Rio summit, we have witnessed how mountain issues have become integral 

part of the international discourse on sustainable development and how their relevance as 

global issues has increased. Chapter 13 of Agenda 21 recognized the fragility of 

mountain ecosystems and their vulnerability to climate change that makes them 

invaluable indicators of the negative impact of climate change.  In Johannesburg in 2002, 

when we launched the Mountain Partnership together with the Swiss government as our 

partner, these characteristics of mountains were reemphasized and their ability to support 

livelihood, to provide up to 60-80 percent of the world’s freshwater resources for 

domestic, agricultural and industrial consumption, and the fact that they are the host of 

almost one quarter of all terrestrial biodiversity as well as of unique flora and fauna was 

further recognized. 

 

In Rio in 2012 the global relevance of mountain wellbeing was acknowledged: the Future 

We Want recognized that the benefits derived from mountain regions are essential for 

sustainable development, and that mountain ecosystems play a crucial role in providing 

water resources as well as other goods and services for the benefit of population that live 

way beyond the mountain ranges. Now it is well established that mountain ecosystem 

goods and services span over a vast array of benefits generating features, from mineral, 

hydric and genetic resources to food products, tourism and health services, to regulation 

of natural hazards, carbon storage and watershed protection. 

 

It is therefore befitting that on the eve of the new post-2015 era we wish to ensure that the 

prominence of mountain ecosystems is maintained and strengthened in the international 

debate that will generate the new pathway towards the achievement of sustainable 

development. We all know that if we do not pursue robust mitigation measures and 

reduce emissions at least to the point that the present climate change conditions become 

the norm, mountain ecosystems will not continue to be the providers of fresh water to so 

many people on the planet. We know that we will have to adapt to irreversible and 

already permanent effects of climate change; in other words, we will have to use all the 

technological means at our disposal to increase the resilience of mountain regions and 

nurture the aspirations of mountain people.  

 



 

 

Mountain people must be provided with the means to maintain their identity, culture and 

precious knowledge of mountain ecosystems, and not to abandon the mountain habitats to 

the destructive grip of neglect and climate change. Non-traditional and eco-sustainable 

technologies for producing energy; for carrying out agroforestry, construction, and 

transport; for safeguarding biodiversity and water resources; creating employment; and 

providing basic services will have to be made readily available in virtually every corner 

of the mountain regions. 

 

During the rich and multifaceted discussion in the Open Working Group for SDGs the 

Mountain Partnership was instrumental in raising the global consciousness on the fact 

that the international dialogue ought to include mountain ecosystems and their 

predicament when engaged in issues such as poverty eradication, food security, 

sustainable agriculture, water and energy access and availability as well as climate 

change, disaster risk reduction and biodiversity preservation. The first step in the 

discussion as to how sustainable development goals ought to shape the post-2015 

development agenda is now over, and the mountains have earned some space as part of 

targets under the headings of water management (Goal 6) and protection of ecosystems 

(Goal 15). 

 

We will have to do better, especially under the social themes, when discussing measures 

for eradicating poverty and inequalities, providing basic services to all and devising ways 

and means to ensure self and other employment to all segments of the population. These 

are most crucial issues for the wellbeing of mountains, and the maintenance of their 

capacity to provide the critical and irreplaceable services they now provide to the planet. 

Italy is determined to make efforts in this regard. 

 

Thank you. 

 

* * * * * 
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