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Statement  

of H.E. Mr. Talaibek KYDYROV, Permanent Representative of Kyrgyzstan to the United 

Nations at the Mountain Partnership’s side-event entitled “Building Resilience to climate 

change in mountain areas”  

(8 January 2014, Conference Room E, NLB) 

 

 Mr. Thomas Hofer,  

 Dear Colleagues,  

 Ladies and gentlemen 

 

 Let me start by thanking the Mountain Partnership Secretariat for this very timely and 

well-prepared initiative. 

Climate change has become a global threat increasing its impact, primarily on 

ecosystems, biodiversity, water resources and food security. We should acknowledge that despite 

the achieved progress in sustainable mountain development, most of the mountain countries still 

remain particularly vulnerable to climate change. In this regard I would like to highlight the 

main recent developments in building resilience to climate change in Kyrgyzstan. 

The most negative impact of global warming for Kyrgyzstan is rapid melting of glaciers 

which are the main sources of fresh water in the region. Recent scientific estimates indicate 

that Kyrgyzstan’s glaciers have already shrunk by 30% over the past several decades. According 

to preliminary forecasts there is a risk of full disappearance of glaciers by the year 2100.  

Attaching great importance to effective preventive measures, the Government of 

Kyrgyzstan has drafted the special Law "On the glaciers of the Kyrgyz Republic”. It is 

expected to be adopted within few months. Besides, a number of projects supported by 

international organizations are being implemented. For example, since 2010 the regional project 

entitled "Comprehensive study of melting of glaciers in Central Asia" is being carried out. 

This project is a part of the UNDP’s "Central Asian multi-state risk management program on 

climate change". The Project aims to support integrated approaches to reduce natural disasters 

due to climate change in Central Asia. And indeed, significant increase of natural disasters in 

Kyrgyzstan is among other most negative impacts of climate change. The number of natural 

disasters has increased from 60 cases in 2000 to more than 500 cases in 2013. The situation is 

aggravated due to threats posed by uranium tailings located in Kyrgyzstan and other countries of 

Central Asia. In this regard, I would like to inform that on the initiative of Kyrgyzstan, the 

General Assembly” on December 20, 2013 adopted the resolution 68/218 entitled “The role of 

the International community in averting the radiation threat in Central Asia.  

It is also worth mentioning that both of these problems - glaciers melting and frequent 

natural disasters in mountain areas have been reflected in the GA resolution 68/217 of 20 

December 2013 on sustainable mountain development,  to which my country is a traditional 

co-sponsor.  
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 Mr. Moderator,  

 

The only way to tackle the global challenge of climate change is through strengthening 

global cooperation and strong action on the national level. In this regard the only effective way 

forward is achieving an ambitious result under the UN Framework Convention on Climate 

change (UNFCCC) and its Kyoto Protocol. 

We believe that countries, especially the developed ones, should take more ambitious 

commitments to reduce greenhouse emissions and to continue to provide assistance to countries 

in need, for mitigation, adaptation and capacity-building. As a party to the UNFCCC and the 

Kyoto Protocol, Kyrgyzstan made its own commitment to reduce emissions by 2020 by 20 % 

The Government has also drafted the National Strategy and Plan of Action on climate change 

adaptation that would provide for adaptive measures in such sectors as water, agriculture, 

human health, climate emergencies, forest resources and biodiversity. To coordinate the 

activities of the relevant ministries and agencies, as well as, strategies and policies the 

Coordination Committee on Climate Change under the Chairmanship of the Vice Prime-

Minister was established in 2013.  

 Kyrgyzstan is also undertaking international efforts to raise awareness on the 

impact of climate change to mountain areas through organizing different conferences, 

workshops and other events. For instance, in honor of 10
th

 Anniversary of International Year of 

Mountains the international conference “Mountains and Climate” was organized on 11 of 

December 2012 in Kyrgyzstan. The final document of the Conference called for “the promotion 

of the integrated study of the climate change issues in the mountainous states, the consolidation 

of efforts and strengthening of sustainable development in mountain countries”.  

 

 Mr. Moderator,  

 

Let me conclude by making the following points  

First, effectively fighting climate change and dealing with its severe implications must 

be the highest priority for the international community in 2014. To do so, we must take full 

advantage of all the tools of the UN system. We should redouble our efforts as well as within 

Mountain Partnership to achieve practical results in building resilience to climate change in 

mountain areas.  

Second, we need more ambitious commitments from countries to reduce greenhouse gas 

emissions and we also need more assistance from developed states, both financial and technical, 

for adaptation, mitigation and capacity-building as well as advanced technology transfer.  

Third, Kyrgyzstan fully supports the initiative of the Secretary General Mr. Ban Ki-

moon to convene a High-level Climate Summit on 23 September 2014 in New York. We hope 

that this event will serve as a platform to catalyze action to reduce emissions and strengthen 

climate resilience as well as mobilize political will for an ambitious global legal agreement by 

2015. 
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And finally, we encourage States and all stakeholders to give appropriate consideration 

to the issues of sustainable mountain development in the elaboration of the post-2015 

development agenda as stipulated in operative para 21 of the GA resolution 68/217 on 

sustainable mountain development. We are ready to actively cooperate within Mountain 

Partnership framework in this area. 

 

I thank you.  

 

 

 


