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Excellences, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I wish to thank the Mountain Partnership Secretariat (MPS), the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), and the United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) for organizing this lunch. We are 

honored to be co-hosts along with the Permanent Missions of our partner 

countries. 

 

All ecosystems are affected by climate change, but in different ways. Of the 

mountain ecosystems, the Alps are particularly sensitive to climate change: 

small variations generate substantial change, which has devastating 

consequences on the social and economic wellbeing of the mountain regions 

as well as the outlying regions. If I may, a quick look at some important 

statistics: 

 

 In the past 30 years the average temperature in the Alpine region has 

risen by 1.6 degrees Centigrade, double the global average, and the 

trend is expected to increase in the next 30 years. The consequences 

are extensive and far-reaching, affecting every aspect of the Alpine 

ecosystems, from the weather to agriculture to communications.   

 

 In the past 50 years the snow level – or permafrost line - has moved 

up by an average of 100 meters, creating exposed segments that are 

particularly vulnerable to debris flow and wall collapse. The resulting 

increased risk of natural disaster is significantly affecting tourism: two 

particularly decisive factors for the health of the tourism industry are 

modifications in traditional alpine routes for trekking and excursions 

and a reduction in local memory of ecosystem behavior. The 

devastation and consequent economic loss resulting from an actual 

natural catastrophe of this kind are generally beyond the coping 

capacity of the affected regions. 



 

 

 Seasonal precipitations have increased in volume and intensity, and 

decreased in duration, thereby causing an upsurge in extreme weather 

events: these phenomena affect land-based communications and 

transport through the alpine passes, disrupting the regular flow of 

goods to and from mountain sides, and damaging the economy of all 

mountain and outlying regions. 

 

 There has been a dramatic reduction in ice masses: in the past 100 

years alone, glaciers have shrunk to 50% of their original volume. 

Large portions of the Italian Alps, particularly those more exposed  to 

the Mediterranean air circulation, have permanently lost centuries-old 

ice masses. The consequences for our fresh water reserves, the health 

of our forests and rivers, and our capacity to generate hydropower are 

ruinous.  

 

The changes I have just mentioned are permanent. Even the most 

coordinated global effort to halt greenhouse gases emissions into the 

atmosphere cannot reverse the present situation. Not even the best-case 

scenario will give us back our Planet as it was a mere fifty years ago. The 

best we can hope for is to reduce emissions to the point that the present 

conditions become the norm, rather than precipitate into a scenario that 

threatens survival itself.  

 

While pursuing robust mitigation measures, we will therefore have to adapt 

to the conditions already created by climate change. This means using all the 

technological means at our disposal – and inventing new ones – to increase 

the resilience of mountain regions and nurture the aspirations of mountain 

people. Mountain people must be provided with the means to maintain their 

identity, culture and precious knowledge of mountain ecosystems, and not to 

abandon the mountain habitats to the destructive grip of neglect and climate 

change. Non-traditional and eco-sustainable technologies for producing 

energy; carrying out agroforestry, construction, and transport; creating 

employment; and providing basic services will have to be made readily 

available in virtually every corner of the Alps, the mountain regions, and the 

Planet. 

 

Thank you. 


