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OPENING REMARKS: 5 minutes (13:15 – 13:20) 

Good afternoon. I am Dr. Andrew Taber, Executive Director of The Mountain Institute and 
member of the Mountain Partnership Steering Committee. We are a co-organizer of this 
event with the Governments of Bhutan and Kyrgyzstan. I have the great honor of guiding us 
through this session. 

Today, we are celebrating the 12th UN International Mountain Day with the help of an 
exceptionally distinguished group of speakers. Our goal is to raise awareness of the 
extraordinary challenges that mountain environments and mountain people face today due 
to climate change and other factors.  

We also want to draw attention to the benefits that well-crafted Sustainable Mountain 
Development can bring—challenges that can only be addressed through greater 
commitment, knowledge, capacity building, wise policy, and investment.  

We have a very full agenda so I will keep my remarks brief; but I want to highlight two points:  

Firstly, Mountains are extraordinarily important. They cover a quarter of the Earth’s land 
area, and are home to more than 14% of humanity, including some 300 million people that 
lack food security.  

Further, Mountain environments are a source of invaluable “natural capital”—including 
ecosystem services that provide half of the freshwater consumed by people worldwide. 
Several billion people are, quite literally, dependent on mountains—whether they 
realize it or not!  

And, in Mountains, we find immense cultural riches, among which are some of the planet’s 
most inherently innovative communities. They have developed a vast stock of traditional 
knowledge over hundreds of years living in an often tough and unpredictable environment. 
This experience can play a key role in adapting to climate change far beyond mountain 
regions.  

My second point touches upon a paradox. While mountains are extraordinary 
important, as just stated, they are underappreciated on the global environmental 
agenda. Despite UN action and support over two decades, mountains have yet to receive 
the attention and support they need from the international community, civil society at large, 
researchers, donors, and other stakeholders such as the private sector.  

At the same time, they are as threatened by climate change, underdevelopment, and 
negative aspects of globalization as any geography on Earth. The added complication is that 
what happens in mountains impacts huge numbers of people and ecosystems downstream. 

What more do we need to know, and to communicate, to trigger action to secure a 
sustainable future for mountain ecosystems and communities? Mountains are often used as 
symbols for solidity and permanence – surely there for the ages. For those of us dedicated 
to mountains, we are far more struck by the fragility of their biodiversity and water supplies, 
landslide risks on degraded hillsides, and pockets of extreme, overlooked and forgotten 
poverty. Will remote mountain villages be the last places to be reached by global efforts? We 
need to include them today -- for a sustainable future for us all. 

 To launch this session we will start with a short film about why mountains matter in the 
context of Climate Change. 



 This will be followed by a series of speakers, including the President of Peru [or Minister 
of the Environment] who will be launching an exceptional, beautiful, and compelling 
book. 

 Next, we’ll hear a short series of statements by a number of important leaders from 
around the globe. 

 Finally, I will end this session with wrap up comments, as well as the launch of another 
important publication on mountains. 

 

REMARKS TO INTRODUCE THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS OF THE PROGRAM 

 Please enjoy the inauguration of the new movie Why Mountains Matter for Climate 
Change (13:20-13:25): 

 

SPEAKERS 

 I am extremely pleased to call upon Her Excellency, Ms. Dorji Choden, Minister for 
Works and Human Settlement for the Government of Bhutan, and member of the 
National Environment Commission, to deliver her keynote address. Excellency, the floor 
is yours (13:25-13:40) 

 I am delighted to now introduce Her Excellency Ms. Doris Leuthard, Vice Prime Minister 
of Switzerland, and Head of the Federal Department of Environment, Transport, Energy, 
and Communications. Switzerland has long played a major leading role in supporting 
Sustainable Mountain Development, and we look forward to listening to your speech. 
Excellency, you have the floor (13:40-13:50) 

 I welcome now Ms. Maria-Helena Semedo, Deputy Director General of FAO to deliver 
her keynote address. FAO has provided invaluable support to the Mountain Agenda over 
the years, and hosts the Mountain Partnership Secretariat. Madam you have the floor. 
(13:50-14:00)  

 Now it is our great honor to welcome His Excellency Mr. Ollanta Humala Tasso, 
President of Peru [or Minister for the Environment of Peru, Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, 
President of COP20]. Excellency, we are extremely grateful that you have taken time in 
you extremely busy schedule towards the end of COP20 to speak in honor of the 12th 
International Mountain Day. Excelencia, la palabra es Suya (14:00-14:15) 

 BOOK LAUNCH 

 We are now coming to the second part of our Side Event with short statements from 
representatives of different mountain countries. Our next speaker is His Excellency Mr. 
Bahtiyar Abdiev, State-secretary of the State Agency on Environment Protection and 
Forestry for the Government of Kyrgyzstan. Excellency, the floor is yours….. (14:15-
14:20) 

 Our next speaker is Her Excellency Ms. Flavia Munaaba Nabugere, State Minister for the 
Environment for Uganda. Excellency the floor is yours….. (14:20-14:25) 

 Our next speaker is His Excellency Mr. Manuel Pulgar-Vidal, Minister of Environment of 
Peru, and President of COP20. Your Excellency…. (14:25-14:30) 

 I am now delighted to welcome Ms. Silvia Révora, Sub-secretary for Environmental 
Planning and Policy of the Secretariat for the Environment and Sustainable Development 
of the Government of Argentina. Ms. Révora is also President of Argentina’s National 
Mountain Committee and Chair of the Mountain Partnership Steering Committee. 
Madam you have the floor. (14:30-14:35) 

 



CLOSING REMARKS: (14:35 – 14:45) 

Today we’ve heard an outstanding series of remarks and speeches on mountain issues by 
key leaders from around the world. We are deeply pleased that all have taken time to 
participate given their full agendas in the framework of their official missions to COP20.  

Please allow me to quickly summarize some of the key points made by the speakers: 

N.B. This must be responsive to the points raised by the speakers and 
panelists – so will need to be ad hoc and “spontaneous.”  

In closing: Mountains matter – they are of global importance to us all! 

Mountains and mountain people are threatened by unprecedented climate and global 
changes – they need the full support of lowlanders to secure a sustainable future that will 
benefit us all. 

For this to be achieved we need to call upon a spirit of cooperation and sharing. There is no 
time and no space for the distractions of competition between agendas. 

While Rio+20 and COP20 were instrumental in helping raise the voice of and for mountains, 
2015 will likely be a pivotal year for many environmental agendas – and for mountains in 
particular. 

This means that we need to undertake every possible effort to have mountain ecosystems 
and mountain communities adequately reflected in all post 2015 processes – from the 
Hyogo Framework of Action II in Sendai next March, to COP21 in Paris, as well as 
embedded in the emerging Sustainable Development Goals. 

It is our hope that the joint efforts made so far, as shown by our speakers today, to unite 
mountain countries and actors will continue, and that many will take action and contribute to 
create one voice for the mountains. 

With this, I now come to the very last part of this event and officially launch a new publication 
on Mountains and Climate Change prepared by the Austrian Development Cooperation, the 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation, the University of Bern, UNEP, and the 
Mountain Partnership. 
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FOR THE MOUNTAINS 

 


