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1) Switzerland as a mountainous country knows the value of mountain areas – not only 
economically and ecologically but also socially and culturally 
 

2) Switzerland also knows the dangers that belong and emanate from mountains 
through a variety of natural hazards 

 
3) This is why Switzerland was instrumental 22 years ago at the World Summit in Rio de 

Janeiro in 1992, where mountains were recognized as important fragile ecosystems 
and where they were included as a stand-alone chapter in the ‘Agenda 21’ 

 
4) Ten years later, in 2002, the International Year of Mountain highlighted again their 

pivotal role of mountains for humanity e.g. as water towers for nearly 2/3 of 
humankind. 
 

5) Switzerland strongly supported the international efforts to acknowledge this role by 
declaring the 11 of December the UN International Mountain Day jointly with other 
mountain countries of which many are present and officially represented here today.   

 
6) As we celebrate the 12th International Mountain Day during COP20 here in Lima we 

all understand, that mountains are important and strongly connected to lowland areas 
where many people live and economic and political centers are located. 
 

7) Having said this we need to recognize, that still too little if done, in order to protect the 
vital role of mountains as providers of key environmental services. 

 
8) Recreation area for urban population, providers of clean water and air, storage of 

important bio-diversity and many more are key functions of mountains. 
 

9) Due to climate change, these functions are increasingly in peril and even in a country 
like Switzerland neither money nor technology can assure a 100% protection from 
natural hazards. 

 
10) As a consequence mountains need support for their protection and mountain people 

need recognition and support for their often harsh livelihood and for the important 
public services they secure such as integrated watershed management. 

 
11) In fact, in Switzerland a number of former winter sports resorts have been forced to 

give up and transform since the general warming has made snow cover too unsecure 
to remain the main or exclusive economic pillar. Others have been forced to install 
costly infrastructure to create e.g. artificial snow in lower areas. 

 
12) The phenomena of melting permafrost, has already alerted a number of people 

regarding the danger emanating from the invisible effect of climate warming 
underground and triggered heavy investments to protect important infrastructure. 

 
 
So what can we do and what do we need to do in and for mountains in view of Climate 
Change? 
 

 Most importantly we need to see mountains through a lens of connectivity – 
mountains are connectors and not competitors with other types of landscapes. 



 Mountains play a key role for the sustainable future of our planet with their storage of 
drinking water in the form of snow and ice and they can provide important solutions to 
burning issues such as food security or green energy. 

 Switzerland is happy to have contributed to the Water and Mountain Pavilion here in 
Lima that serves this purpose. 

 And Switzerland is determined to maintain its strong global commitment to mountains 
and to support their sustainable development. 

 With this spirit I wish all mountain countries to raise their climate voice and to 
establish strong partnerships not only among themselves but with all countries to 
address climate change in the most effective manner in order to secure a decent 
living on earth for our future generations. 


