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MOUNTAINS AND WATER - FROM UNDERSTANDING TO ACTION 

Official High Level Side Event 

on the occasion of the International Mountain Day 

11 December 2014, 13:15 – 14:45, Salon Sipan 

---------------------------------------------------------- 

Speech for Ms Maria Helena Semedo 

FAO Deputy Director-General, Coordinator for Natural Resources 

 

Dear Excellencies, 

Honourable ministers, 

Distinguished delegates, 

Ladies and Gentlemen,  
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 On behalf of the Director-General of FAO, it is a great honour for 
me to address this official event held on the occasion of 
International Mountain Day.   
 

 Since 2003, the United Nations General Assembly has designated the 
11 December as a day dedicated to mountains. It is observed every 
year and FAO is honored to be mandated as the lead agency to assist 
the observance of International Mountain Day.  
 

 FAO is also very proud to be one of the founding members of the 
Mountain Partnership, a United Nations voluntary alliance 
comprising over 200 members -- governments, intergovernmental 
organizations, civil society and the private sector, and to host the 
Mountain Partnership Secretariat in its headquarters in Rome.   



 UNFCCC COP 20 

 3 

Ladies and gentlemen,  

This year’s International Mountain Day’s is dedicated to Mountain Farming as a 
tribute to the International Year of Family Farming.   

Family farms contribute substantially to reducing poverty, feeding families and 
communities, and ensuring the sustainability of natural resources.   

Yet each day, mountains are under increasing threat from the effects of climate 
change, extreme weather events, deforestation and unsustainable farming 
practices.  

Many mountain farmers - already among the world’s most poor and food 
insecure - will likely see their living conditions worsened by climate change. 
Crop failures and loss of livestock are some of the risks they face. 

At the same time, the urgent need to deal with the challenges of climate change 
offers an opportunity to transform the way in which we use natural resources 
– an opportunity to make mountain agriculture more sustainable and promote 
new ways of reducing poverty and hunger.  
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Mountain forests are crucial to protect the soil, regulate water, preserve 
threatened biodiversity and enhance scenic values as basis for tourism. 

Supporting and promoting sustainable indigenous practices and tapping into 
their capacity to provide solutions and adapt can help build resilience to the 
adverse effects of climate change. 
 
Climate-smart agriculture as a way to ensure sustainable rural development for 
food security under climate change can help mountain communities become 
more resilient. 
 
Consistent with FAO’s mandate to pursue a world free from hunger and 
malnutrition, I believe that today is an opportunity for us to join forces to 
promote and foster the wellbeing of mountain communities.   
 
Indeed, family farmers and mountain communities are recognized as central to 
what FAO does, and they are central to what the world wants and needs the 
most: a sustainable and food secure future. 
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Let me just remind you all how the global neglect of mountains is not only a 
concern for the 14 percent of the global population who live in mountains.   

 

We are all dependent on mountains, we are all connected and affected by them 
in more ways than we can imagine.  

 

Between 60 and 80 percent of freshwater resources come from mountains – 
essential for drinking, cooking, irrigation in many lowland agricultural regions, 
hydropower, industry. 
 
As the population continues to grow, and glaciers continue to melt, where will 
the freshwater we need come from? 
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Mountains provide essential services such as food, fuel, timber, medicinal 
plants, minerals and host approximately one quarter of global biodiversity.  
 
And as stated by the Future We Want Rio +20 document, these are global 
goods and services essential for the sustainable development of the planet and 
we believe this should also be reflected in the Sustainable Development Goals.  
 
We need policies that take into account the specific characteristics, needs and 
challenges of mountain areas and peoples. We need investments and funding 
to make sustainable mountain development a reality.   
 
We hope that the UNFCCC climate negotiations will take on the cause of 
mountains for the future of everyone. 
 
  
Thank you. 


